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Lake  Nichicun  were  brought  back alive. seen on the flights from Rupert House 
Mr. Carter obtained about sixty speci- to  Fort  Chimo,  but  there  were  very  few 
mens of small  mammals. The  caribou recent signs though caribou lichen was 
specimen, a fine male in  late  velvet,  was plentiful.  From  Fort  Chimo  south  to 
secured  by  Mr.  Agathon  ear  Indian Indian  House  Lake,  and  beyond  Lake 
House  Lake on August 12. Nichicun, caribou trails appeared much 
A great many old caribou trails were fresher. 
O B I T U A R Y  
W. L. G. Joerg (1885-1952) 
On 7 January 1952 one of America’s  leading  geographers, W. L. G. Joerg, 
Chief Archivist of the Cartographic Records Branch of the National Archives in 
Washington, D.C., died suddenly of cerebral hemorrhage at the age of sixty-six. 
Wolfgang  Louis  Gottfried  Joerg was born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, on 6 
February 1885. His  father,  a German-born  physician,  and his mother,  born  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  recognized  the  aptitude of their son, and  gave  him  every 
encouragement. After graduating from Brooklyn Polytechnic Preparatory School 
at  fourteen he searched  in vain among  American  institutions  for  well-rounded  courses 
in geography.  His  remarkable  fluency  in  European  languages  and  the classics, made 
possible his successful  studies at  Thomas  Gymnasium  and  the  University  of  Leipzig 
in Germany from 1901-4. Following a year at Columbia University, New York 
City,  completing  courses  in  geography  and  surveying,  he  spent five profitable,  happy 
years a t  the University of Gottingen in Germany. 
Fired  with  enthusiasm  about  the  new  science,  geography,  he  joined  the  American 
Geographical Society in 1911, as an assistant to Cyrus C. Adams, Editor of the 
Bulletin. This association  with  the  American  Geographical  Society  was  to last 
for twenty-six years, through March of 1937. His precise scholarship and editorial 
ability  early  were  recognized,  first as Assistant Editor of the Bulletin, then as 
Associate  Editor of The Geographical  Review, 191620,  editor of the  Society’s 
Research  Series, 1920-6, and  finally as Research Editor of the  Society, 1926-37. 
In April 1937 Mr. Joerg was appointed Chief of the newly created Division of 
Maps and Charts of the National Archives in Washington, D.C., a responsibility 
for  which  he  was  unusually  well  qualified. 
The  geography,  cartography,  and  exploration of the  polar  regions  had 
fascinated him, Mr. Joerg once mentioned, a t  a very early age. It was, he said 
“a sign of the times.” His interest was spurred by the expeditions of Peary and 
others,  and  matured  uring his studies  at  Gottingen  under  Professor  Ludwig 
Mecking. Although Mr. Joerg had never seen the arctic and antarctic regions, he 
became so well versed in the literature and in the knowledge of their geography 
that very many explorers and scientists working in these regions sought his advice. 
Perhaps Mr. Joerg’s first publication on the Arctic was his “brief statement as 
to the origin and scope of the Map of the Arctic Regions. . .” which appeared in 
the Bulletin of the American Geographical Society (Vol. 45 (1913) p. 610), and he 
was responsible for  the  “final  version,  exclusive of the  soundings.” In the  late 
1920’s, when  the  American  Geographical  Society  embarked on its  program of 
polar  esearch  and  publication  Mr.  Joerg, as Research  Editor in charge, was 
responsible for publishing  the  ‘Problems of polar  esearch’  and  its  companion 
volume ‘The geography of the polar regions’. The  editorial perfection which he 
achieved in preparing  these and other  contributions  by  polar  experts  went  far 
towards establishing his reputation in that field. From the date of these volumes 
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to  the  time of his death, he  seldom passed a  year  without  producing  or  collaborating 
in a major article on the polar regions. Some of these contributions resulted from 
his appointment as chairman of the Special Committee on Antarctic  Names of the 
United  States  Board on Geographic  Names, 1944-7, and as a  member of its  successor, 
the  Advisory  Committee on Antarctic  Names. 
Mr. Joerg’s affiliations with and recognition by scientific societies throughout 
the  world have been  numerous.  In  May 1944 he attended  the  meeting  in New  York 
North  America,  and  in 1949 he was  elected  a  Fellow of the  Institute. 
As geographers and kindred scientists read more of his published works they 
will respect  him as one of the  fathers of American  geography  and  a  specialist 
whose contributions to the literature of geography of the polar regions, rank not 
only as scholarly treatises but will remain for a long time as basic documents on 
the  subject.l HERMAN R. FRIIS 
1The following publications summarize parts of Mr. Joerg’s life and his professional 
contributions, of which there can only be brief mention in this biography: “Resignation of 
Mr. W. L. G. Joerg from the Staff”, Georg. Rev. Vol. 27  (1937) pp. 315-7; John K. 
Wright, “W. L. G. Joerg”, Geogr.  Rev.  Vol. 42 (1952) pp. 482-8; and John K. Wright, 
‘Geography in the making; The American Geographical Society, 1851-1951’, New York: 
1952,437 pp. A detailed biography of Mr. Joerg and a full bibliography of his  publications 
prepared by the writer may  be found in the Annals of the Asrociation of American 
Geographers, Vol. 43 (1953) pp. 254-83. 
.4 City,  atwhich plans were  initiated  for  the  founding of the  Arctic  Institute of 
ELECTION OF F E L L O W S  
At  the Annual Meeting of the Arctic 
Institute  held  inNew  York on 17 
November 1953 the  following  were 
elected Fellows of the Institute: 
Dr. W. S. Benninghoff, U S .  Geological 
Survey, Washington, D.C., U.S.A. 
Dr. Lloyd V. Berkner, Associated Uni- 
versities, New York, N.Y.,  U.S.A. 
W. E. Brown, Hudson’s Bay Company, 
Winnipeg, Man., Canada. 
Dr. Y. 0. Fortier, Geological Survey of 
Canada, Ottawa, Ont., Canada. 
S/L. K. R. Greenaway, R.C.A.F., Ot- 
tawa, Ont., Canada. 
Dr. Francis Harper, 115 Ridgway Road, 
Mount Holly, N.J., U.S.A. 
Dr. I. Hustich,  University of Helsinki, 
Finland. 
George  Jacobsen, The  Tower  Company, 
Montreal, Que.,  Canada. 
Frederick  Johnson,  Peabody  Foundation, 
Phillips  Academy,  Andover, Mass., 
U.S.A. 
Dr. A. W. Jolliffe, Queen’s University, 
Kingston, Ont., Canada. 
Dr.  Margaret  L.  Lantis,  Arctic  Desert 
Tropic  Information  Center,  Maxwell 
Air Force Base, Ala., U S A .  
Dr. F. H. Moffit, Cosmos Club, 1520 H 
Street  N.W.,  Washington, D.C., U.S.A. 
Dr. T roy  L. PkwC, U.S. Geological  Sur- 
vey, Washington, D.C., U S A .  
Dr.  Froelich  Rainey,  University  Museum, 
Philadelphia, Penn., U S A .  
Dr. Robert Rausch, U.S. Public Health 
Service, Anchorage, Alaska. 
Dr.  Th.  Sprensen,  Kgl.  Veterinaer  Land- 
boh$jskole,  Afdl.  Systematisk  Botanik, 
Rolighedsvej 23, Copenhagen V, Den- 
mark. 
Dr.  J.  C,  Troelsen,  Mineralogisk  Museum, 
Qstervoldgade 7, Copenhagen  K,  Den- 
mark. 
Paul-Emile Victor, ExpCditions Polaires 
Franlaises, 47 Ave. du Marechal Fay- 
olle, Paris 16, France. 
Dr.  V.  C.  Wynne-Edwards,  Marischal 
College,  University of Aberdeen, 
Scotland. 
